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PETITION 


FOR 


John Lithgow axd Robert Trotrer: 
With ANSWERS To the Peti- 
tion, groen in againſt them, for 


Walter Riddell of New-houſe. 


Y Lordsof Council and Seſſion, unto Your Lordſhips hum. 
bly means and ſhews, W« your Lordfhips Servitors 5 
Lithgow Portioner of CMetro/s,. 2nd Robert T rorrer Wris 
ter in Edinburgh; Ther where 1, che ſaid Fohn Lithgorw, 
ER having lately charged Ya/rer Kiddel of Newhouſe, tor 
payment to me of the Sum of 2000 merk:; The ſaid Walter, it ſeems, 
wanting Money in this time of ſcarcity , hath reſolved to pay your P atitio- 
ner with Slander and Banter 5 for which purpoſe, he hath framed a Petiti. 
on, ſtuffed with ſtories of Chreſf:an Douglas, Relic of the deceaſt James 
Douglas of Cunzicartoun and William Douglas her Son, Hereters of the 
Lands of Philegor, againſt the Lady Bearup, Sc. Which are all Perſons 
and SubjeRs, which are fo abſolutely unknown to the ſaid John Lithgow, 
that he might as well have brought in to his Petition, ſtories of the EleRtion 
of the King of Po/e, and the Siedge of Barcelona; and he hathalſo brought 
in a ſtory to the ſaid Petition, Viz. That himſelf having bought in'zn old 
Debt, which was diſcharged betore he purchaſed the ſamen, becauſe the (aid 
Diſcharge was writen by me the faid Joby Lithgow, as an Notar thereto, 
he endeavours to aſperſe me with the imputatior ot Falſehood, as he pretends 
will be ſound, when he inſiſts in his Action of Improbation againſt the ſaid 
. Diſcharge; 'But'a Propheſie is no Hiſtory, and therefore the ſaid Jobs 
Lithgow thall' referr the conſideration of this Aſperſion, to the Event of the 
Adtion-ot Improbation, and ſhall only repreſent co your Lordſhips, that al- 
though it be a very common Practice tor diſtreſſed Debitors, for their divers 
fion, to Lampoon their Creditors with Buffoonry in their drunken Cabals; . 
| yet they are notin uſe to trouble your Lordfhips with ſuch Impertinencics ; 
and therefore, Ibeing no farder coneerned in the Petition, or the Petito 
part thereof, but to clear my ſelf, and being fo cleared, to refer to your ry 
ſhips what Cenfure Newhon/e ſhould incuc, for ſuch Villanous and Imper- 
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tinent Slanders, ſhall leave the reſt of the Petition and Anſwer ro My. Tro- 
ter, who niay pive your Lordſhips fome account of the Matter of Faq, 
whereof I am utterly ignorant, as ſaid is; And I thelaid Robert Troter, find. 
. ing my ſelf concerned for my Client, for whom I have been a Fator and A. 
pent this many years, deſires your Lordſhips may be plealed ſhortly to un- 
derſtand the matter of Fact, whereunio the ſaid Petition relates, which is 
ac follows; Vis. The ſaid Chr:ft:2ay Dovelas , beirig Literentrix, and 
William Douglas her Son being Fiar of the ſaid Lands of Philogor, they 
and their Tennents were diſturbed in the peaceable Poſſeſſion thereot, by Job 
Riddel of Bearup, who then lived with an old Widow Gent lewoman, de- 
foened the Lady Bearup, who was bis Aunt: Whereupon the Lady Cur- 
Seartoun and her Son, and I the ſaid Rober? Trotter your Petitioner, as 
their Factor, raiſed Letters of Lawborrows againſt the ſaid John Rrdael of 
| Bearup, and his Aunt, and their. Tennents, which they having ſuſpended, 
and found Walter Riddel of Newhou/e their Cautioner: And having af- 
terward purſued them, and the ſaid /Yalter Ridge! their Cautiener , be- 
' fore the Sheriff of Roxburgb, im anno 1687, the Detenders raiſed an Advo- 
\ cation to your Loreſhips ; Whereupon followed an Aq of Litifcontefation 
upon the 197h. of January 1688, as the ſaid Act and Bond of Cav,icnry, 
both herewith produced, will teſtifie ; after which, the Reyolution having 
followed,and the Surceaſe of Juſtice for ſeme time; and the Defenders havin 
during that time, become peaceable Neighbours, the Purſuer ſuffered the 
' Action to lye dormient, untill of late that the Old Lady Beargp being de- 

ceaſt, the ſaid John Rriddel her Nephew, hath of new Invadcd the Purtuers 
Poſſeſſion, by pleughing out their Commonty, and poſteſſirty himſelt of the 
Houſes of Ph1/ogor, and by cafting of Turves and. Peats upon their Muir | 
and 'Moſs, cutting of Wood, and doing all Infolencies that can 'be con:pe. 
rentto a violent Intruder and Poſicſſor,; whereby he having groſly contra- 
veened the foreiaid Lawborrows, by theſe new AQts of Violence, he hath gi. 
ven occaſion tothe Purſuer, ro waken the depending AQtion, wherein the Cav. 
tioner muſt neceſlarly be called, and this hath given occafion to his unjuſt Peri. 
tion, which is ſhortly anſwered as follows, 1. As tothat part of the Petition, 
that the ſaid Action hath not been hard of, till the ſaid Petitioner bein 
concerned in the Proſecution of a Debr, due- by Alexander Trotter of 
Houſe-byre, tc. Ir is Anſwered, that theſe Aftions have no contingency 
one with another ; But. the true- reaſon of wakening the torcſaid ARion 
of Contravention, was the new Infclencies committed by Jobr Ridget 
wherein he continues to this Day, 249, As to that pait of the Petition 
which ſays the Lacy Bearnp is not called, re It js Anſwered, That ſhe 
being Dead, the Purſuers are willing to ſuffer her toreſt in her 4 ſhes, and ſhe 
inefiect, was neverthe perſon, who troubled the Purſuers; bur the (aid 
Fohn R:4ael and his Tennents under her Umbradge. 37:0, As to thar paſt 
of the Petition, which ſays, there is no warrand from the Lady Cuimgzear- 
"Foun, or her Son, Bc, Its Anſwered, That the Repreſentation is greſly falſe, 
for tlie Letters of Wakening were raiſed, by order of the, Lady, and advice 
of Mr. Jobn Murray, who is her Husbands Nephew, and Adyocate. and 
L Robert Trotter your Petitioner, being yet Factor for her Son, am oblieped 
in Duty, toobviat the prejudice he may ſuſtain in his Intereſt, through the 
ſaid John R1daal his violent intruefion in his abſence. 410. AsStothar parr 
ot the Petition, which ſays, That the Letters of Wakening arc Exccute ap aint 


none 
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none of the principal parties, bur againſt the Cautioner, Its Anſwered, 
That the Aſſertion is groſs and falſe, . for though there be an Execution 
here at Edinburgh, againſt the Cautioner, where he was at the time, 
yet the Letters being ſent South, they were of new execute, both againſt 
him, and the principalsin the Countrey. 570. As to. that part of the 
Pecition, which affirms, that Your Petitioner knows perfectly, that 
the Petitioner his Deſignation of *Newhouſe is agjected to the name 
of Walter Ridge! Subſcriber of che ſaid Bond of Cautionry, al:hoogh the 
ſaid Walter, the Petitioner never Subſcribed the-ſamen : Its Anſwered, 
Thar it 1s proſly talſe to repreſent, that Your ' Petitioner has any know- 
ledpe of this matter, but the contrair doth moſt evidently appear, be- 
cauſe your Petitioner, not being employed for Jobn Riddel, could not be 
concerned to ſhuffle in a falſe Cautioner for him, but on the contrair, be- 
ing employed againſt him, was concerned to fee, that he found good and 
true Caution, and had reaſon to bclteve, that he had done fo, becauſe the 
Band of Cautionry was written by James Crarg Nortar in Kel/o, who was 
a perſon of Notour Ability in his Trade, and of good Fame, and is fubſcrib- 
ed by him as Notar for the Lady Bearyp, who could not Write, and con- 
noted by W:/l:am Pring/e an orher Notar and Writer in Kelſo, before four 
Credible Wirneſſes. Likeas, The faid alter Ridder of Newhouſe, being 
purſued in aro 1687, before the Sherift of Roxburgh, and being an of the 
perſons who raiſed the Adyocation, he did never then, norin the time of 


the Debate before the Lords, obje&, that he was nor the perſon who Sub- | 


ſcribed the Bond of Cautionry; whichif he had then done, the Purſuers 
would have required an other Caurioner: And theretore the ſaid Robert 
Trotter Your Lord{bips Petitioner, both;had then, and now has, all the 
reaſon in the World to beheve, that alter Riddel of New houſe was the 
yery perſon, who Subſcribed the Bond of Cautionry Bur 670. If the 
ſaid Walter Riddel of Newhouſe find himſelf concerned, that he is not the 
perſon, let him raiſean Action of Reduction and Improbation as accords, 
againſt rhe ſaid John Riddeland his Son Walter Riddel; In which Action 
of Reduction and Improbation, Rzddelagainſt R:4gel, ler the (Couſins Dil- 
pute about their Fameand Integrity, wherein neither 1 your Petitioner, nor 
Fobn Luhbgow can be concerned: Bur, itſeemes, the Gid Walter Ridge! of 
Newhouſe, having his Fame already ſlurred, in Sir George Mckenz:e his 
Book of Criminals, for his qualified Depofirion, berwixt the Sword and 
Scabard, Would haye his neighbours involyedin the like ſlander ; with- 


out any Other nrovocation, bur the juſt purſuice of their own or their 
Clients Rights. 


May it therefor pleaſe Tour Lordſhips, im contemplation of 
the Premiſſes, To refuſe the Defire of the ſaid Walter 
Riddel of Newhoule bs Petition, and reſerve to him 
his Aftion of RedutJ1on and Improbation again Riddel's 
as accords; and to Cenſnre him, for his indireft man- 
ner, of bringing m ſo many incoherent matters of de- 
bate, andrefletting upon Tour Petitioners, by ſo gro(s 
ana evident a Malice, which is Lybelling and not 
Reaſonmg, And alſo Condemn him mlarge Expences. 

According to Juſtice: And Your Lordſhips Antwer, ./ 
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